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The History of Abashishvilis’ Feudal House in XVI-XVIII Centuries

(Abstract)

In the present thesis | have studied a number of issues concerning the life and activities of the
Abashishvilis’ feudal house, branch of the Baratashvilis’ family. The study covers the period between
XVI and XVIII centuries. It is to be noted that until recently the Georgian historiography lacked a
scientific study specially dedicated to this feudal family. On the basis of a comparative analysis of the
Persian narrative sources (Hassan Rumlu, 1531/1532-1570s) and of the Georgian diplomatic
documents | have established that the feudal house of the Abashishvilis separated from the
Barathashvilis’ family and branched out into a new family line in the first half of the XVI century, and
not in the XIV, XV, the first or second half of the XVII century, as earlier accepted. On the basis of a
comparative analysis of a donation deed given by King Rostom to Qaikhosro Abashishvili in 1642 and
of an epitaph inscribed on the gravestone of Qaikhosro in Pirghebuli monastery, containing the date
1642, | have re-dated assassination of sakhltukhutsesi Qaikhosro Abashvishvili, the well-known figure
of the kingdom of Qartli during the first half of the XVII century, to the late fall 1642, instead of 1636-
1637, as accepted earlier. Taking into consideration that Qaikhosro Abashishvili fall prey to conspiracy
of Nodar Tsitsishvili, the feudal lord of Qartli, and based on the newly established date of Qaikhosro’s
death, | have re-dated the above conspiracy to the late fall 1642, instead of 1636-1637, as accepted
earlier. This enabled me to re-date other conspiracy-uprisings against King Rostom. Namely, | have re-
dated the uprising of the eristavis of Qsani and Aragvi to 24-25 December, 1642, instead of 1638, as
accepted earlier. I also re-dated the large-scale uprising of the feudal lords of Qartli to 1643, instead of
1642. On the basis of the Georgian and Persian narrative sources (Parsadan Gorgijanidze, Archil,
Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tahari, Monk Egnatashvili, Prince Vakhushti) and of Georgian diplomatic
monuments of the corresponding period | have not only re-dated, but have also enriched existing
knowledge about the above-mentioned events.

It is well known that in a course of XVII-XVIII centuries the members of the Abashishvilis’
feudal house held an honorary post of supraji at the Royal Court of the Qartli Kingdom. Supraji
Avtandil Abashishvili, representative of this feudal house, occupied the above post in the first half of
the XVII century. Based on historical sources | have established certain issues associated with supraji
Avtandil and his feudal family. As | have found out, the Manglisi Church was the burial church of
supraji Avtandil’s ancestors. In addition, | have dated his death to 1648-1653. | have also defined more

precisely the issue date of a donation act to Pirghebuli Monastery by his son Abel and his brothers,
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which in the Georgian historiography was dated to the XVII century [1644-1650], and have re-dated it
to 1648-1653. Thus, | have narrowed the chronology of the event down to a smaller range of five years.
I have also established that one of his sons, later on Father losebi, became the father superior of
Pirghebuli Monastery, where stood the burial church of the Abashishvilis” feudal house.

I have identified the descent of Arsen Mangleli, mentioned in the inscription from Manglisi
Church dating from 1667. Based on the Georgian historical documents | have established that Arsen
belonged to the house of the Abashishivilis and not to the Germanozishvilis as accepted by the
Georgian scholarship. I have determined that in 1664, 1667 and 1671, and not in 1667-70 as considered
earlier, Arsen held the position of bishop in the diocese of Manglisi. It is of special note that Arsen
Mangleli laid foundation to the new family line of the Abashishvilis® feudal house, the
Namanglelavishvilis.

Based on a comparative analysis of the Georgian diplomatic and epigraphic documents | have
established that the Abashishvilis’ feudal house had close relations with the Royal Court of Qartli
Kingdom, as well as the marriage ties with powerful feudal houses like the Amirejibis, Amilakhoris,
Saakadzes, Kaphlanishvilis and lotamishvilis. It is to be noted that in XVII-XVIII centuries the
members of the Abashishvilis’ feudal house were father superiors of the Pirghebuli Monastery. Among
them must be mentioned losebi, the son of supraji Avtandil (late XVl and the first half of the XVIII
cc.), the father superior of the Pirghebuli Monastery, who reached the bishop’s rank of Manglisi
eparchy. | have established that there were two periods of losebi’s service in the rank of bishop: 1725-
1729 and 1731-1739.

Detailed list of the villages and peasants belonging to the Abashishvilis is included in the thesis.

Genealogical table of the representatives of the Abashishvilis’ feudal house, who carried out their
activities in the XVI-XVIII centuries, is attached to the thesis. It enables to trace names of the

Abashishvilis’ feudal house members within the above-mentioned time period.
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