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Annotation

This thesis examines reception of Ilia Chavchavadze’s works in the XIX c.
Georgian literary criticism.

Ilia Chavchavadze’s works immediately attracted the attention of Georgian
critics. Different, in some cases diametrically opposite opinions were expressed about
the novels by Ilia Chavchavadze in the XIX c. Georgian literary criticism. Artistic
values of Ilia Chavchavadze’s lyrics, poetic epos and prose were evaluated in various
ways by critics.

This paper assembles and discusses materials, reviews, critical letters and
notebooks of Ilia’s poetry and prose published in the periodic press. presents the
history of Georgian literary-social attitude toward the phenomenon of Ilia
Chavchavadze. highlights main and basic accents about Ilia’s works emerged in the
XIX c. Georgian critical literature.

For the purpose of studying certain sides of the writer’s works, this paper
evaluates the importance of views by the critics of that time from the contemporary
perspective of the development of literature studies. Based on the mentioned
materials, this paper also presents general peculiarities and tendencies of the XIX c.

Georgian literary criticism, different methodological approaches by critics.



The 1+ chapter of the thesis discusses the reception of Ilia’s lyrical poetry in
Georgian literary criticism of the XIX century, analyses and evaluates statements
about the problematics and artistic sides of his lyrics expressed by the critics of that
time. It also presents the evolutional character of common opinions about Ilia’s lyrical
poetry.

The 2nd chapter of the thesis overviews and evaluates some published
critical literature about Ilia’s poetic epos. It is presented, how literary criticism
received the following works by Ilia: “The Ghost”, “The King Demetrius the
Devoted”, “Several Episodes from the Life of Kako the Robber” and especially the
poem “The Hermit”, which is a subject of discussions till today.

The 3t chapter analyses the reception of Ilia’s prose in the XIX c. Georgian
Literary Criticism. It overviews the critical literature published about “7he Letters of

€« €«

a Traveler , “Is a Man a Human?!’,

€,

n The Gallows”, "The Story of a Beggar’,
"Otaraant Widow" and “A Strange Story’.
The conclusion summarizes main statements of the thesis and basic

outcomes of the research.
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